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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 222269 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, UN, BY 

SUBJECT: MULTILATERAL AFFAIRS: VETO RIGHT AT UN 

REF: BUJUMBURA 0754 

1 . ANY MODIFICATION OF PROVISIONS GOVERNING VOTING 
IN SC, CONTAINED CHAPTER V, ART. 27 OF UN CHARTER AND 
AGREED UPON BY US, UK, AND USSR AT YALTA CONFERENCE, 
REQUIRES CHARTER AMENDMENT. THE AMENDMENT IN TURN 
REQUIRES APPROVAL BY AN ABSOLUTE TWO-THIRDS OF THE MEMBERS 
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FOR ADOPTION, AND RATIFICATION 
BY AN ABSOLUTE TWO-THIRDS, INCLUDING THE FIVE PERMANENT 
MEMBERS OF THE SC TO BECOME EFFECTIVE. THUS, FIVE PERMA- 
NENT MEMBERS HAVE VETO OVER AMENDMENT IN RATIFICATION 
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THOSE MADE BY BWAKIRA AT COLOMBO MIGHT ATTRACT THE 
NECESSARY TWO-THIRDS VOTE FOR ADOPTION, THERE IS NO POS- 
SIBILITY, IN DEPARTMENT S VIEW, OF ANY PROPOSAL TO ABOLISH 
VETO OBTAINING RATIFICATION BY PERMANENT SC MEMBERS. IT 
HIGHLY UNLIKELY RESTRUCTURING OF SC AS HE PROPOSED 

WITH EACH REGION HAVING VETO COULD OBTAIN NECESSARY 
RATIFICATIONS. 

2. REGARDING ANGOLAN MEMBERSHIP IN UN: ANGOLA HAS NOT 
YET RENEWED ITS BID FOR UN MEMBERSHIP. WE WILL CONSIDER 
A RENEWED APPLICATION CAREFULLY WHEN IT IS MADE. WE 
REMAIN SERIOUSLY -ONCERNED, HOWEVER, OVER THE CONTINUING 
PRESENCE IN ANGOLA OF SUBSTANTIAL NUMBERS OF CUBAN 
TROOPS AND THE QUESTIONS THIS PRESENCE RAISES FOR THE 
INDEPENDENCE OF THE ANGOLAN GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE, AND 
THE SECURITY IN CENTRAL AFRICA. KISSINGER 
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SUBJECT: MULTILATERAL AFFAIRS: VETO RIGHT AT UN 

REF: BUJUMBURA 0754 

1 . ANY MODIFICATION OF PROVISIONS GOVERNING VOTING 
IN SC, CONTAINED CHAPTER V, ART. 27 OF UN CHARTER AND 
AGREED UPON BY US, UK, AND USSR AT YALTA CONFERENCE 
REQUIRES CHAPTER AMENDMENT. THE AMENDMENT IN TURN 
REQUIRES APPROVAL BY AN ABSOLUTE TWO-THIRDS OF THE MEMBERS 
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FOR ADOPTION, AND RATIFICATION 

BY AN ABSOLUTE TWO-THIRDS, INCLUDING THE FIVE PERMANENT 
MEMBERS OF THE SC TO BECOME EFFECTIVE. THUS, FIVE PERMA- 
MENT MEMBERS AHVE VETO OVER AMENDMENT IN RATIFICATION 
PROCESS, WHILE IT IS CONCEIVABLE THAT PROPOSALS SUCH AS 
THOSE MADE BY BWAKIRA TH COLOMBO MIGHT ATTRACT THE 
NECESSARY TWO-THIRDS VOTE FOR ADOPTION, THERE IS NO POS- 
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SIBILITY, IN DEPARTMENT S VIEW, OF ANY PROPOSAL TO ABOLISH 
VETO OBTAINING RATIFICATION BY PERMANENT SC MEMBERS. IT 
HIGHLY UNLIKELY RESTRUCTURING OF SC AS HE PROPOSED 

WITH EACH REGION HAVING VETO COULD OBTAIN NECESSARY 
RATIFICATIONS. 

2. REGARDING ANGOLAN MEMBERSHIP IN UN: ANGOLA HAS NOT 
YET RENEWED ITS BID FOR UN MEMBERSHIP. WE WILL CONSIDER 
A RENEWED APPLICATION CAREFULLY WHEN IT IS MADE. WE 
REMAIN SERIOUSLY-CONCERNED, HOWEVER, OVER THE CONTINUING 
PRESENCE IN ANGOLA OF SUBSTANTIAL NUMBERS OF CUBAN 
TROOPS AND THE QUESTIONS THIS PRESENCE RAISE FOR THE 
INDEPENDENCE OF THE ANGOLAN GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE, AND 
THE SECURITY IN CENTRAL AFRICA. UNQUOTE KISSINGER 
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